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VISION &
VALUES
I am delighted that you are considering
Cowbridge Sixth Form as a potential place
of study as part of the next stage of your
learning. We provide a stimulating, vibrant
and friendly setting in which students can
continue their academic education in
order to gain exceptional academic success.

Each year, we warmly welcome a number of
students from other schools into Year 12. In the
Sixth Form, students will beneﬁt from the expertise
of highly qualiﬁed academic staﬀ, while the
supportive pastoral system oﬀers bespoke and
outstanding care, support and guidance as young
people make the transition to adulthood, further
lifelong learning and work.

We oﬀer a combination of excellent teaching,
academic challenge, sound advice and ﬁrst class
pastoral care to ensure that students have every
opportunity to develop their potential to the full.
We have an exceptional record of helping pupils
achieve higher grades than predictions would suggest
and are proud that students’ performance at A Level,
places the School within the top 10% of schools in
the UK.

Our ‘Seren’ programme, coupled with our ambitious
aspirations and expectations, means that record
numbers of our students gain places in the best
universities in the country. A small number secure
apprenticeships, continue in further education or
enter the world of work.
The Sixth Form is very much a staging post
between the directed learning of the GCSE years
and the independent learning that will be undertaken
at university and in the world of work. Within a
context where appropriate direction is available,
students in the Sixth Form are expected to develop
the attitudes and skills which enable them to learn
on their own, develop resilience and conduct
relevant, independent research.

The School oﬀers a broad range of academic
programmes of study, complemented by truly
enviable facilities and resources. Opportunities
exist to take part in a wide range of extra-curricular
activities including sport, drama, music, dance,
debating and travel. Our Leadership Team of students
lead and co-ordinate an exceptional range of activities
across the School and we encourage all students to
take full advantage of the activities contained
within the bespoke Student Council calendar.

We do hope you choose to join us for the exciting
journey ahead and encourage you to come and
meet us to take a closer look!
Mrs Thomas
Headteacher
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POST 16 ENTRY
PROCESS
During January/February each year, an
open evening will be held at the School
to provide information regarding entry
to the Sixth Form for the following
September.
Applicants must submit their subject options to
the School by the outlined date to enable the
School to inform its planning cycle for September
and estimate staﬃng and resource needs.
A draft timetable with option blocks will be
constructed to satisfy all possible options and
plan the timetable. Prospective students will
make their ﬁnal choices based on the options
matrix in consultation with the 16-19 staﬀ and
Senior Leader of Achievement for the Sixth Form.
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Acceptance into Year 12 will be dependent on
students obtaining the required GCSE grades
outlined in the Options Booklet.
Each student is assigned a tutor who can
provide advice and guidance with regards to
target setting, study skills, future planning,
monitoring performance, etc.

PASTORAL
The Sixth Form team, alongside academic mentors
and subject teachers, monitor closely each individual
student against their targets and aspirations.
Attendance is also closely monitored as we know
that excellent attendance is vital to success and
good habits in life and work.

The transition into Sixth Form can
sometimes be overwhelming and we aim
to support students both academically
and pastorally. Students begin each school
day with their tutors, and also beneﬁt
from the robust and comprehensive pastoral
care of the Sixth Form Achievement Team.

Students performing below expected levels and
expectations will be mentored to help them to
achieve their potential. Parents of any student
giving cause for concern will be contacted.
Progress Information evenings are held annualy for
students and we encourage Parents to attend these
important meetings.

We operate an open door policy, as we know that
communication is vital for all students to ﬂourish
and prosper in all that they do. We ensure that
there is regular contact between school and home
relating to academic progress, wellbeing and
achievement.

This presents an opportunity to discuss current
progress, targets and concerns and is a key element
of our support for students.

The following key aspects are in place to support
the wellbeing of our students;
• extensive pastoral support for student wellbeing
and achievement;
• a dedicated Achievement Team;
• a dedicated school counsellor for individual
guidance and support;
• a Careers Oﬃcer, oﬀering support and advice
on Career Paths.
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SIXTH FORM
RESOURCES
& INDEPENDENT
LEARNING TIME
Students will fail to fulﬁl their true potential if they
rely exclusively on work done in lesson time. They
must quickly adapt, therefore, to the new regime
and exploit it fully!

Most subjects have between 8 and 9 hours
a fortnight of teacher facilitated contact
time as part of the timetable and resource
in the Sixth Form. Inevitably, students
study far fewer subjects at a deeper and
more advanced level and will have time
allocated for independent study and
learning. During this time, students are
expected to work independently, a
necessity for success in an Advanced Level
course.

There is a designated catering facility, ‘Scholars’,
which provides a range of healthy refreshments and
snacks exclusively for Sixth Form students and,
close by, the Pastoral Support Ofﬁce is staffed to
assist with any issues. In addition, all students will
have regular access to a Careers Adviser and a
range of information events to assist in providing a
range of information for their future studies and
work.

Students are expected to use independent time
productively to consolidate what they have already
learned or to ﬁnd new, supplementary information.
Excellent study facilities are available to ensure
students utilise independent time appropriately.
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UCAS
Our UCAS team of personal tutors work together
with students to support the preparation and
application process for University. This includes
speciﬁc guidance for early applicants to Oxford
& Cambridge Universities and Medical, Dental
and Veterinary Science placements. We have a
proud record of supporting all students in
preparing for the future, and we have a high
proportion of students progressing to Russell
Group Universities.

We have links with the Welsh Government
initiative, the SEREN network, and have a
speciﬁc Medical, Dental and Veterinary Science
support programme. A UCAS guidance
programme for all students starts from the
summer of Year 12.

ENTRY PATHWAY
A minimum of grade C in Mathematics and
English GCSE is a pre-requisite for the majority
of university places and most post Sixth Form
careers. Students who have not achieved these
standards will not be considered for post 16
studies at Cowbridge Comprehensive School.
All students need to be aware that AS/A Level
studies are signiﬁcantly more diﬃcult than
GCSE and are very academic in nature.
Entry into the Sixth Form is via two routes:
Route A – students wishing to follow a mainly
traditional structure, for example three or four
AS Levels or three AS Levels and one BTEC will
be expected to have ﬁve GCSE (or equivalent)
grades at C or above. Some subjects require a
minimum of a B grade.
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Route B – students wishing to follow BTEC
courses and one AS Level will be expected to
have four GCSE (or equivalent) grades at C or
above. Some subjects require a minimum of a B
grade.
Many students will follow the Advanced
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualiﬁcation.
To continue study in Year 13, students must
have achieved at least an E grade at AS Level in
each of their subjects. A minimum of 2 A Level
subjects must be studied in Year 13.

SEREN
Cowbridge Comprehensive School is
proud to be part of the Seren Network
- a network of regional hubs designed to
support Wales’ brightest sixth formers in
achieving their academic potential and
gaining access to leading universities.

Enrolment on to this project is administered by the Vale
of Glamorgan and is based on GCSE results. Successful
applicants who complete the programme can list the
project under the “Courses in Preparation for Higher
Education” section of their UCAS application.

The Seren Network:
• inspires students about future career aspirations;
• stretches and challenges students in the
subjects they enjoy;
• links students with leading UK universities,
providing information on university courses and
advice on how to choose between them;
• provides hands-on support and advice;
• supports schools and teachers in providing the
best information, advice and activities for their
high achieving students.

Education, Inspiration and opportunities for life.
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EXTENDED
PROJECT
QUALIFICATION
Students who take the EPQ submit a written report
on a title of their own choice.

Some of our students are given the opportunity to
complete the Extended Project Qualiﬁcation (EPQ).
This is a qualiﬁcation which involves planning,
managing and researching a project of your choice,
normally on a subject related to your KS5 courses.

It will require a high level of personal motivation as
the process involves only minimal input from a
supervisor.

It is an opportunity to deepen your knowledge
about a subject area that you are passionate about
and is an excellent process to develop you as an
independent learner.

COST OF SIXTH
FORM EDUCATION
All tuition, textbooks, examination entries and
printed material are provided free of charge by the
school. In some subjects, it may be suggested that
you obtain further books of your own. Your parents
will continue to receive child beneﬁt while you are
in the Sixth Form.
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EDUCATION
MAINTENANCE
ALLOWANCE
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is an
income-assessed weekly allowance of £30 to help
students with the cost of further education. It is
paid every two weeks directly into the student’s
bank account. EMA provides young people, who
wish to continue in education after school leaving
age, with an incentive to earn awards through good
attendance and achieving agreed objectives.
Receipt of EMA will not aﬀect any beneﬁts which
are currently paid to your household.

Students must satisfy attendance and progress
targets in order to qualify for weekly payments.
Parents and students will be notiﬁed of the criteria
for authorisation of EMA payments once Learning
Agreements have been signed.
The award of EMA is regulated by the Welsh
Assembly Government; the School simply
administers the system by monitoring attendance
and targets and by passing this information on to
Welsh Government.

Students can ﬁnd out more by visiting
www.studentﬁnancewales.co.uk.
The application form should be returned as soon as
possible. If it is not received within 8 weeks of
starting your course, you may lose out on
back-dated EMA payments. If students are entitled
to an allowance, they will be notiﬁed by EMA
Wales.
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Cowbridge Comprehensive School
Aberthin Road, Cowbridge,
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7EN
Tel: 01446 772311
Email: enquiries@cowbridgecs.co.uk
www.cowbridgecomprehensiveschool.co.uk

