History-World War 1 Numeracy and Literacy Task
(Matthew Langford - Year 8)

During World War 1 there was 60,934,467 men who took part as a result to that there were
many who were wounded at the end and throughout World War 1. The Amount of men

wounded during World War 1 was an astonishing 24,323,570 men who were injured. There
were 7,435,952 men who were found missing or held captive by other countries. The British
soldiers came at around 8,904,467 however only 7,804,444 returned alive. The German soldiers
came at around 11,000,000 however only 8,073,500 returned alive. The Russian soldiers came
at around 12,000,000 however only 7,800,000 returned alive. The country that suffered the
most fatalities was Germany with 1,773,700. The country that suffered the highest percentage
of fatalities during World War 1 was Germany with a 22.1% fatality rate closely followed by
Russia with a 21.1% fatality rate. The country who suffered the smallest amount of fatalities
during World War 1 was the United States with only a 1.6% fatality rate. Russia had the highest
amount of wounded with a 25% wounded rate on the other hand the United States took

bottom again with only a 1.2% wounded rate. Russia has the highest amount of service men
found missing of captured by other countries, the percentage was 32%.

Germany- Russia

In 1914 I think that Russia and Germany had very similar statistics, for example Germany has
11,000,000 men and Russia has 12,000,000. They both had very similar death rate compared to
other countries. However, Russia had over 1 million more people held captive in other
countries. But altogether German and Russia had very similar amounts of people on average.
However, in my opinion I found that Germany was stronger because they had less people dying
and a massive difference in the people missing or found captive as Russia had more than 1
million more.

History-World War 1 Numeracy and Literacy Task
Writing about a World War 1 Hero

This is a short story about my great, great grandad. His name was George Henry Walker and he
was involved in World War one.

1878: George Henry Walker was born on the 31st December 1878. He was born in Brixton,
London. This is the official birth certificate of George Henry Walker...
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1903: The next evidence of his life is shown below.
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This is a marriage certificate. It shows that he had a wife named Kate Clarke she was 26 at the
time and George Henry Walker was age 25 when they officially married. They married in a
parish church. It also shows that at the time George Henry Walker was a wine merchant
manager.
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Here is a picture of him as a young
man. Perhaps this picture might have
been taken for his wedding as he was
very young on this photo, and having
your photograph taken was a rare and
expensive event to happen.
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1911: The next evidence of his life is recorded in the form of a census.
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This states that he now has a son called Derrick Walker aged 5-year-old. George Henry is now
31 and Kate is 32. He is still a wine and spirits merchant, manager. This is 3 years before the
start of the First World War.

Here is an image of him standing outside his shop in Brixton, he is clearly older probably more
than 34.

Below is also a picture found on the internet of the street in Brixton where he worked. It is
dated 1900.
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Here is a more up to date image of the same street in
Brixton.
You can see that the
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Below is where his shop
would have been today

s

Azmarino Cafe
Atiantic Road. London
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Azmarlnoca(»^|

Address:

"f!Ii

2 Atlantic Road,
Brixton

London, SW9 SHY
Map:

Map & nearby

Region: Brixton

^
Ad

Nearest Station: Brixton

Category: Take Away Food Shops

railway bridge and the
shops beneath are still
present today, but
without their awnings.
Whereas on the road,
horse and carts and

people have been
replaced by cars.

1914: This was the year that the First World War started. Many men of all ages signed up to
fight in the War. We have the official documents of him signing up for the War below... George
Henry did not join until November 17th, 1917, when he was 38 years 11 months.
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Here you can see that George Henry Walker signed the forms on November 17th, 1917? He took

the position of a R.F.A - Royal-Filed-Artillery. This involved working with the heavy guns, like
the one shown on the next page. He signed up late because when the War started they only
wanted young people but once they all died they needed more men to fight therefore they
raised the age boundary in 1916 to men up to 50 years of age. That is why he signed up late for
the War.
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There were the 18-pounder quick fire guns that would be located on the Weston Front. George
Henry Walker was a horse keeper and helped move the heavy guns around using the horses. Be
mindful that he was quite old at the time to be in the army, so he must have found it incredibly
tiring and physically exhausting not to mention the mental distress of what to saw and how he
missed his wife Kate and son Derrick.

After about 3 years he could be sent home because of how tired and mentally stressed he was
being in the War. Also, he had an accident as a horse kicked him right in the head and caused
him to be moved to a hospital. One of the first hospitals we know he was sent to was the
French hospital; here is an extract below...

British Base Hospitals in France
What was a Base Hospital?

The Base Hospital was part of the casualty evaciiation cliain, furtlier back from the froiit line thaii the
Casiialty Clearing Stations. They were maniied by troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with
attached Royal Eiigineers and meii of the Army Service Corps. In the theatre of war in France and
Flanders, the Britisli hospitals were generally located near tlie coast. Tliey needed to be close to a
railway line, in order for casiialties to arrive (although some also came by canal barge); they also
needed to be near a port where men could be evaciiated for longer-term treatment in Britain.
There were two types of Base Hospital, known as Statioiiary and Genera] Hospitals. They were large
facilities, often centred on some pre-war biiildings siich as seaside hotels. The hospitals grew hugely in
niimber and scale tliroughout the war. Most of the liospitals moved very rarely until the larger
movements of the armies in 1918. Some hospitals moved into the Rhine bridgehead in Germany and
many were operating in France well into 1919. Most hospitals were assisted by voliintary
organisations, most notably the British Red Cross.

Here was the hospital... it was used for men who were further back than the font line and was
maned by army medics to try and get them ready to go back into the War again. These were his
hospital admission form ...
TABLE II.—Only for admissions to Hospital or to the Sick List in case of Warrant Oflicere treats
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As stated above he was told that he could leave the army because he had a disease called
D.A.H. which means...

DAH means disorderly action of the heart, sometimes called "effort syndrome" or "soldier's heart".
Often the resiilt of stress or fatigue, it does not imply there was any organic disease.
That is why he got told to leave the War.

Eventually, he returned to the UK to further his recovery, he was sent to this hospital in Epsom
'<;•

T?5S The hosPitalwas desi9ned tor the London County Council by George Thomas Mine, consultant architect to the
Commissioners in Lunacy to the London County Council), following a Compact Arrow plan first used at Bexley Asylum at

,^| Bexley in Kent. It was opened in 1902 and was the second hospital in the Epsom Cluster, a group of five mental
I

I
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institutions on the Norton Estate to the west of Epsom.'11
i I !i

A former ward block now converted '°
to residential use seen in 2009.

During the two World Wars the hospital was commandeered as a military hospital and the existing patients were
transferred elsewhere.'21

Here were his forms to leave the army
... It tells us he joined up in 1915, but
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1917 so ...which was it?
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After he left the army, he went back to
being a wine merchant at his shop and
lived a happy life after that. George
II Henry Walker lived to the age of 92,
0 and in that era to live to 92 and to have
^s been in the War too was quite
0

tttj. ni *i< i" it-" •r"1'..

L2

remarkable.

pf,,1.1'- :.11-1 1 ...
]>.'.-ur:iii»ii.-' )
nu'npl- ii iltirin^ '.- ...i......

prc-flil <Tr.':;,;*1- {

ft j

Kl-lil ) ........

si

^

the original conscription document says

's

l^.r ^•rv.'<l lit.,,

^51

s$|

s

ti'n.-t < ivrr-.

t

dll .\*.'1>M' ^-L't I'r •'

ili.'.iial (.i!>",!.>r:,'.. .l.v-t.

.>[![.joiniii; 111 I 'S'f^^t.ftt-,

flu.- • .>(
l.':l!

Tfrtr';,<("""'r"""'il
' ~ ' \_ -.

/.^.7.s Is
!i
?|
1T.:n ^1^.1 1., Anr.v ll.-.rv.. I ^ ^- ^.l,;!,..<,..,,. ..r.'i. I
s; , , ; . IUi—wl.utui.t.. | 1. ;
.At^-........ .. Y.'T ..f I'Ttl'..
,|irfi-;i-t ?I)1il:iry ^
/|tTt!il;nt^i!i" |
T^niihiii'iiuit ^ / • '*

I-.. '•- •-':.. -.'••• •''
in on.' .(iMitc ut Oi.moblliiiUoa.

*^J^Utu^iA A IAU^

fttir'f'i i <1...

.. .....' d:... ..;'l ... •••i;"1""'1' ""'I Ku'l:,. ...*.**..1;^..I'1-. ......... ..................... ..."""•••I
.,,i.i,.,].;'-,i.li-. •li.-..>;~;.;ri- i! r-.-<•.I «:'nf •••'•.

i-,,-.i,f. wi. ^" ^ii-r,r->.'.-'.'. 3,"l'"ut. t.h1. ..t.^-. <h'.i^Ki.i>

At some point he moved with his family
to Brading on the Isle of Wight, which is
where my dad grew up. He ran a
grocery shop in the village, and this is
the house he moved to.
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That is the story of my Great Great Grandad - George Henry Walker, who is a hero to all in our
family, as he risked his life to allow those living today to have the freedom they are so accustom
too.

By Matthew Langford

