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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

A short but busy half term has come to an end and we commend our 

students for their hard work and determination throughout the past five 

weeks. We wish you all a relaxing break, whatever the weather!  

 

 

Here you will find this week’s newsletter from Cowbridge Lower School.  

 

Cowbridge School Senior Leadership Team 

 

KEY DATES 

 9        Feb  -  Half Term begins—School closes at 3:30pm 

 19      Feb  -  Term begins 

 19      Feb  -  Year 12 & 13 Mock Resit 

 20      Feb  -  Year 12 & 13 Mock Resit 

 21      Feb  -  GCSE Music Performance Exam 

 22      Feb  -  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 23      Feb  -  Year 7 Tyfu Trip 

https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/FuPIpLG2OHdaC
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Cowbridge School and TerraDat UK Ltd Partner for Innovative Geology Education Project 
 
Cowbridge School's A-level Geology students are embarking on a pioneering educational journey 
thanks to a prestigious STEM Partnership Grant from The Royal Society, the oldest scientific insti-
tution in continuous existence since 1660. 
 
The GeoVoyager project is an exciting collaboration with Cardiff-based TerraDat Geophysics, aim-
ing to create an online 3D geological database with state-of-the-art photogrammetry and laser 
scanning technologies. This educational venture promises to offer detailed digital exhibits show-
casing geological structures, fossils, and potential evidence of a historic tsunami in the Bristol 
Channel. By focusing on data capture, 3D modelling, and online sharing, the project is designed to 
foster a robust understanding of advanced imaging techniques among students. 
 
Set against the scenic backdrop of Dunraven Bay, Southerndown, on the South Wales Heritage 
Coast, GeoVoyager is set to enhance educational opportunities, allowing students to conduct virtu-
al geological field trips. This initiative is a leap forward in making geology accessible to all, regard-
less of physical ability or location. 
 
“The project bridges the gap between education and innovation," states Mike Walsh, Geology 
teacher at Cowbridge School. "It's about equipping students with real-world science skills and en-
suring everyone has access to learning geology in the most engaging way possible.” 
 
Under the guidance of an ambitious team of Year 12 students, the project channels their aspira-
tions to further their studies in geology, particularly at prestigious Russell Group universities. Inte-
grating fieldwork within their AS-level curriculum poses a significant academic challenge and im-
merses them in practical, hands-on scientific inquiry. 
 
TerraDat, a leader in 3D laser scanning and creating aerial maps through drone technology, moni-
tors landscapes and buildings vulnerable to coastal erosion. Their contribution to the GeoVoyager 
project extends beyond traditional support, offering students a unique glimpse into contemporary 
geoscientific methods via their state-of-the-art equipment and expertise. 
 
"I am delighted to continue collaborating with the Royal Society, building on my experience as an 
Entrepreneur in Residence at Exeter University," says Nick Russill, co-founder of TerraDat. "My A-
level geology studies ignited my passion for this field, and through the GeoVoyager project, we aim 
to inspire that same enthusiasm in the next generation of scientists at Cowbridge School." 
 
To promote inclusivity and address the challenges faced by students with disabilities, GeoVoyager 
aims to make geological study sites more accessible, leveraging technology to overcome physical 
barriers. 
 
The project's legacy will extend beyond its immediate impact. Plans include using virtual and aug-
mented reality to create immersive experiences through gamification via tablets and VR headsets. 
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Cowbridge School - new 3G pitch 

Please see the image below showing permitted footwear on our newly laid pitch 

Thank you for your co-operation 

Cowbridge School PE Department 
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School timings Spring 2024 
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Music extra-curricular clubs will be starting next week (w/c 
11th September) and attendance will be taken during the club.  
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TyHapus Counselling Service 
 
Please find attached information about the free counselling service 
TyHapus offer. 

Careers Wales 
 
Please see the link below which will enable you to access updated 
information and resources from Careers Wales. The information and 
resources are designed to help parents and carers support young people in 
making decisions relating to careers and the world of work. 

https://careerswales.gov.wales/parents 

https://careerswales.gov.wales/parents
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Mon 4 Sept 2023 and *Monday 22 July 2024 will be designated INSET days for all LEA Maintained 
Schools. The remaining four INSET days to be taken will be at the discretion of each individual school 
following appropriate consultation with staff. *It is intended that this INSET Day will either be taken 
on Mon 22 July 2024 or at an alternative time for example in the form of twilight sessions. 

 

 

All schools will be closed on Monday 6 May 2024 for the May Day Bank Holiday. 

 

Significant dates: Christmas   Monday 25 December 2023 

  

    Easter    Good Friday 29 March 2024 

        Easter Monday 1 April 2024 

 

    May Bank Holidays  Monday 6 May 2024 

        Monday 27 May 2024 

Term Begin Half term End No. of School 

    Begin End   Days 

  
Autumn 

2023 

  
Mon 

4 Sept 
2023 

  
Monday 
30 Oct  
2023  

  
Friday 
3 Nov 
2023  

  
Friday 
22 Dec 
2023  

  
  

75 

  
Spring 
2024 

  
Monday 
8 Jan 
2024 

  
Monday 
12 Feb 
2024  

  
Friday 
16 Feb 
2024  

  
Friday 
22 Mar 
2024  

  
  

50 
  

  
Summer 

2024 

  
Monday 
8 April 
2024 

  
Monday 
27 May 
2024  

  
Friday 
31 May 
2024  

 
*Monday  
22 July  
2024  

  
  

70 
  

        TOTAL 195 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES 2023/2024 
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Mon 2 Sept 2024 and *Monday 21 July 2025 will be designated INSET days for all LEA Maintained 
Schools. The remaining four INSET days to be taken will be at the discretion of each individual school 
following appropriate consultation with staff. *It is intended that this INSET Day will either be taken 
on Mon 21 July 2025 or at an alternative time for example in the form of twilight sessions. 

 

 

All schools will be closed on Monday 5 May 2025 for the May Day Bank Holiday. 

 

Significant dates: Christmas   Wednesday 25 December 2024 

  

   Easter    Good Friday 18 April 2025 

       Easter Monday 21 April 2025 

 

   May Bank Holidays  Monday 5 May 2025 

       Monday 26 May 2025 

Term Begin Half term End No. of School 

    Begin End   Days 

  
Autumn 

2024 

  
Mon 

2 Sept 
2024 

  
Monday 
28 Oct  
2024 

  
Friday 
1 Nov 
2024  

  
Friday 
20 Dec 
2024  

  
  

75 

  
Spring 
2025 

  
Monday 
6 Jan 
2025 

  
Monday 
24 Feb 
2025 

  
Friday 
28 Feb 
2025  

  
Friday 
11 Apr 
2025  

  
  

65 
  

  
Summer 

2025 

  
Monday 
28 April 

2025 

  
Monday 
26 May 
2025  

  
Friday 
30 May 
2025  

 
*Monday  
21 July  
2025 

  
  

55 
  

        TOTAL 195 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES 2024/2025 


